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LON D O N 
GENTLEMEN, 


| Honour to be a "rt of 
15 the City of Lo N DON, yet, as 
Bus an Engliſbman, I look upon 
mylelf to have a fort of Relative Intereſt 
B in 
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in you; ſince it muſt be acknowledged; 
no Perſon can with Reaſon expect to be 
eſteemed a true Engliſhman, who is not 
ſo to the Intereſt of your Body; whoſe 
large Trade and great Riches, contribute 
ſo much to the Glory, Honour, and Safe- 
ty of our King and Country. 


55 this Relative Intereſt; which I 
look upon myſelf to have in you, that 
has induced me to increaſe the Number 
of Writers on an Affair which has made 
a great deal of Noiſe in the World; and 
which I can't help ſaying, has given. the 
Friends of the preſent happy Eſtabliſh- 


ment no {mall Uneaſineſs. 


You wilt by this MEA Gentlemen,, I 
mean the late Lord Mayor's drinking to 
ſome Gentlemen Diſſenters for Sheriffs 
of Lo N DON, which is very much com- 
plained of, and has occaſioned ſome ſe- 
' vere Reflections on that Gentleman, and 
much wrangling and debating, Whether 
this can be juſtified, and whether the Diſ- 
ſenters have met with any hard Uſage in 
being appointed Sheriffs of London. 

It 
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It is ſaid, that ſince the Statute of King 
Charles the Second “ prohibits any Perſon 
from being choſen into the Offices of any 
Corporation, that ſhall not have, within 


one Year next, before ſuch Election and 
Choice, taken the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, according to the Rites of the 
Church of Englazd; therefore it is un- 
reaſonable and unjuſt to chuſe Diſſenters 
for Sheriffs, ſince it is plain they are not 


qualified; nay, that they are prohibited 
by the Laws of the Land to be choſen 


Into any Corporation Offices. I muſt own, 
Gentlemen, this Objection ſeems, at firſt 


Sight, to carry a great Weight with it, 
and to be a final Anſwer to whatever has 


been ſaid to the contrary ; but if we exa- 
mine it narrowly, it will loſe a great deal 


of its Force; and I hope the following 
Sheets will ſufficiently prove the Weak- 
neſs of that Argument, and that on the 


_ contrary, they are not only capable of 
being elected, but alſo that it is their 
Duty, when they are elected into any 


* 13 Car. II. Stat. 2. Cap. f. 
B 2 Office, 


1 g 
Office, to take that Office upon them, or 
elſe to be ſubject to ſuch Pains and Pe- 
nalties as the Laws of the Corporation, 


vrhoſe Offices they are elected to ſerve, 
lay on any of its Members, who refuſe 


to diſcharge their Duty to the Corpora- 
tion, when called upon. . 


Though, perhaps, it may with great 
Reaſon be ſaid, * That no one Body of Men 


has a Power to make Creeds for others, 
and that where there is no Power, there 


can be no Right to impoſe them; yet J hope 


it will be granted me, that the Legiſla- 
tive Body of any Community may require 


ſuch Qualifications, as they ſhall think 


proper, from every Member of the Com- 
monwealth, before they will cruſt him in 
any Office of the ſame; there being a 
great Difference between Perſecution and 


Toleration, the one being the Duty of a 


Chriſtian, the other the Act of the Devil, 
and ſo widely different in their Nature, 
that it cannot be pretended, with the leaſt 


Shadow of Reaſon, that any Body of 


* See Chandler's Introduction to Limborch's Hiſtory of 
the Inquiſition, fel. 103. e 
Men, 
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Men, (who are protected by the Laws of 
the Land, and have Liberty of worſhip- 
ping God in the Way which to them 


ſeems beſt;) I ſay, it cannot be pretended 


that any Body of Men are by that Way 


perſecuted, ſeeing that though they are 


deprived of ſome of the Privileges of Sub- 
jects, yet they are not laid under any 
Hardſhips and Difficulties on the Account 


of their Religion. 


We all know that the Power of En- Y 


acting and Repealing Laws is in the King, 
Lords, and Commons of the Realm; that 


it is by thoſe Laws we are governed; and 
as they have thought fit to require that 
every Perſon to be elected into any pub- 
lick Office, ſhall be qualified as above, 
before they can be elected or choſen, we 
muſt be very careful how we break thro! 
this Law. 


It will be neceſſary therefore, to in- 


quire into the Nature of a Corporation, | 


and what it is, as we have it deſcribed 
in our Law-Books, which is as follows; 
That a Corporation is an artificial Body, 

compoſed 


161 


compoſed of divers conſtituent Members, ad 


inſtar Corporis humani, and that the Li- 
gaments of this Body politick, or artificial 
Body, are the Franchiſes and Liberties 
thereof, which bind and unite all its Mem- 
bers together, and the whole Frame and 
 Effence of the Corporation conſiſis therein.“ 


Having given you a Definition of a 


Corporation from one of our Law-Books, 
1 beg Leave, in the next Place, to ſhew 


you the Power thereof, as deſcribed in 


the ſame Books; and there we find that, 
| the making By-Laws is incident to every 


Corporation aggregate, for that Power is 
included in the Corporation; and that every 
By-Law, by which the Benefit of the Cor- 


poration is advanced, is a good By-Law 
for that very Reaſon, that being the true 


Touch-Stone of all — + 


I ſuppoſe it is not pretended, that this 
By-Law, in relation to the Choice of your 
Sheriffs, is not for the Benefit of your 
Corporation, ſince it has been determined 


„ Carth. 217. + Cath, 482. 
to 
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to forfeit the Sum o 


4 


to be ſo *; nor will it be denied that the 


City of Lo x DON hath, as well as al 


other Corporations, a Power to make By- 


Laws for the Government of her Citizens, 
ſeeing, 4 Corporation is properly an inveſt- 
ing the People of the Place with the local Go- 


vernment thereof. # And it appears from 
my Lord Coke, That all your Cuſtoms are 
confirmed by divers Acts of Parliament; 


and all ſuch Ordinances, Conſtitutions, or 
By-Laws, are allowed by the Law, which 
are made for the true and due Execution of 
the Laws or Statutes of the Realm, or 
for the well Government and Order of 
| the Body Fncorporate, And all others 
which are contrary or repugnant to the 
Laws or Statutes of the Realm, are void, 


and a none Effect, + 


If we look into the By-Law which re- 
. the Choice of your Sheriffs, * no 


* Carth. OY + 1 Salk. 193. + 5 Co. 63. 4. 
* The By-Law is, That no Freeman choſen Sheriff. 


ec. ſhall be excuſed, unleſs he voluntarily ſwear he is 
not worth 100001. and bring fix other Citizens to youch 
in like Manner upon their Oaths, that they believe it to 


be true; and if he o el refuſe to take the Office, then 
500 l. viz. 400 l. to the City, and 
1000, to the next Man who ſhall hold the Office. 


one 
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one can, with the leaſt Colour of Reaſon, 
pretend to ſay, that it is either contrary 
or repugnant to the Laws or Statutes of 


the Realm. 


And here I think it proper to look in- 
to a Clauſe or two of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment, which in the handling of this Que- 


ſtion naturally preſent themſelves to us 


for our Conſideration. E. he 13 Car. II. 
Stat. 2. cap. 1. J intituled, An A for the 
well governing and regulating of Cos pora- 


tions, Clauſe the Twelfth has theſe Words; 
Provided alſo, and be it Enacted by the 


Authority aforeſaid, That from and after 


the Expiration of the ſaid Commiſſions, no 


Perſon or Perfons ſhall for ever hereafter 


be placed, elected, or choſen, in or to any 


the Offices or Places aforeſaid, (i. e. of 
Mayor, Aldermen, &c.) that ſhall not 


Have, within one Year next before ſuch 


Election or Choice, taken the Sacrament of 


the Lord's Supper according to the Rites of 
the Church of 8 


+ Keble's Statutes. 


[9 ] 


By the 2 5 Car. II. cap. 2. 4 intituled, 
An Act for preventing Dangers which may 
happen from Popiſh Recuſants, it is enacted, 
That all and every Perſon or Perſons that 
ball be admitted, entered, placed, or taken 
into any Office or Offices, Civil or Military, 
ball receive the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, according to the Uſage of the 
Church of England, within three Months 
After his or their Admittance in, or re- 

cerving their Authority or Employment. 
Both which Statutes are confirmed, as I 
take it, by the firſt of William and Mary, 
_ 


Now ſuppoſing, for Argument's fake, 
we ſhould grant, * that not only the Right 
which Members of the Corporations had of 
claiming 4 Share in the Government of 
| them, but alſo the general Power of thoſe 
Corporations, or of any others, to elect or 
place ſuch Members according to their Dij- 
cretion, into Places or Offices, relating to 
or concerning ſuch Government, muſt be 


1 Sel), * Caſe of the Diſtenrere, f 12 


C 1nderſiood : 


10 
underſtood to be abridged and limited by the 
13% Car. II. Stat. 2. cap. 1. yet I hope it 
as plainly appears, that the Right of 
electing ſuch Perſons is reſtored by the 
4 Clauſe of the 25" Car. II. cap. 2. 
which is as follows: And be it furtber 
Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
all and every the Perſon or Perſons afore- 
ſaid, that do or ſhall negle to take the 
ſaid Oaths, (viz. the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy) and Sacrament, ſhall be, 
jpſo facto, adjudged incapable, and dij- 
abled in Law to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
to have, occupy, or enjoy the ſaid Office or 
Offices, Employment or Employments, or 


any Part of them, &c. It cannot be 


doubted that the Intent of the Legiſla- 
ture was to give a fair Opportunity to all 

Perſons who ſhould be admitted into any 
Office, of qualifying themſelves to enjoy 
that Office; and though they ſtill thought 
it proper, and for the Safety of the King 
and Commonwealth, that all the Officers 

thereof ſhould receive the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, according to the Uſage 
of the Church of England, yet they like- 
wiſe thought proper to alter the Time of 
receiving. 


1 


receiving from before the Election, to 
three Months after the Perſon was ad- 
mitted into his Office, and ſo the Quali- 


fications required by the Corporation Act 


for Perſons to have before they could be 


elected, are, (if I may be allowed the 


Expreſſion) adjourned till after the Electi- 


on and Admittance into the Office; and 
the Qualification which by the one Sta- 
tute was to go before the Election, is, by 
this Statute, to come after. And if fo, 


then it neceſſarily follows, that the By- 
Law, by which the Choice of your She- 
riffs is regulated, is a Law equally bind- 
ing on Diſſenters as Churchmen, ſecing 
that they are enabled by the Law of the 
Land, if they will comply with its Terms, 
to ſerve the Office, and that if they do 
not ſerve the ſame, it is their own Fault, 


and mult be preſumed to be done out of 


Choice, as not caring for the Trouble, 
till they tell us the contrary. 


Had this By-Law ordered that Diſſen- 


cers ſhould ſerve as Sheriffs, it had been 
a different Caſe, and to be ſure would 
then have been repugnant to the Laws of 

C3. the 
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the Land, as it would have expreſsly ap- 
pointed thoſe very Perſons to ſerve an Of- 


fice whom the Laws of the Land had de- 
clared incapable to ſerve the ſame, and 


would conſequently have exteeded the 
Power of the Corporation, and ſo not 
have been binding on its Members ; bur 
now the Law is no more than this, it re- 


quires the Citizens of Lonpon, quali- 


fied as that Law directs, under a certain 


Penalty, to ſerve the Office of Sheriff. 


It is not for that Reaſon a cruel or hard 


Law, as it regards the whole Body of 


Freemen; for according to the Opinion 


of my Lord Holt, Tis a Thing neceſſary 
of common Right, that there ſhould be a co- 


ercive Power in every Corporation to com- 
el their own Members to ſubmit to their 


Conſtitutions. * And as every Member 
has the Benefit of the Franchiſe, ſo they 


are compellable by Penalties to undergo the 


Charge and Burdens to which the Body po- 
liticł is liable ꝓ. If this then is what 
every Member of a Corporation is ſubject 


to, it is worth while to ſee why a Dif- 


* Caith, 483. 1 1 S. K. 142. 


: {enter 


1 


ſenter ſhould not be ſubject to the fame 
alſo. 


Now, if we put the Caſe in Diſpute in 


its true Light, it will appear to be this. 
Here is a Gentleman who has, under the 
Protection and Guardianſhip of your Laws 
and Liberties, acquired ſuch a Fortune, 


as your Laws think proper to enable him 
to ſupport the Dignity of the Office of 
Sheriff; upon which he is choſen Sheriff 


of your City, but refuſes to ſerve the Of- 
fice, and inſiſts upon it, that he cannot 


in juſtice be fined for ſuch his Refuſal, 
becauſe he has taken Care to put it out 
of his Power to ſerve the ſame. And 


ſhall this be allowed a ſufficient Excuſe? 


ls it poſſible any Perſon can be ſo ſway'd 
by Party Opinion, or Self-Intereſt, to 


eſteem ir one? Or can they give any Rea- 
ſon why they ſhould be Freemen of Lo x- 


DON in every Thing, but being ſubject to 


ferve the Office of Sheriff? The City 
and its Laws lay no Hardſhip on Diſſen- 
ters. The Laws of the City make no Di- 
ſtinction; they have no Regard to their 


Principles of Religion; if they are Men 


fit 
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fit for the Government of the City, tis 
enough; but when they are (as they ought 
to be) ready to ſerve the City, then the 
Legiſlature of the whole Commonwealth 
interpoſes, and, as it were, tells them, 


though the City thinks fit to truſt you with 


the Care of its Government, yet we don't 
think fit to let you have any Share with 
us, unleſs you comply with ſuch and ſuch 
Terms. Where then is the Hardſhip up- 
on theſe Gentlemen? Or rather, Where 
is their Candour and good Nature, who 


would reap all the Benefit, bur load their 
Fellow Citizens with all the Burden ? 
Does it follow, that becauſe they are not 


of the National Church, that therefore 
they are not to be bound by the Laws of 
the City of LONDON? I muſt own, it 


appears to me, and I believe, Gentlemen, 
to you alſo, very ſurpriſing that any of 
them could ever have ſuch a Thought. 


Had the Laws of the City mark'd them 
out as improper Perſons to be truſted with 
the Government of the City, I ſhould 
have agreed with them, that it was a 
Cruelty to chuſe ſuch Perſons to ſerve 

any 


[45 3 

any Office of the City, whom the Laws of 
that very City had declared not fit to ſerve 
the ſame, and then to fine them for not 
ſerving the Office: For I cannot help 
owning myſelf ſo far of the Opinion of 
the Diſſenters, that it is unjuſt to puniſh. 
any Perſon for the not doing an AR, 
which you yourſelves prohibit being done 

by him. I mean, if they will reſtrain it 
to the Power prohibiting ; but when, as 
here, they are ſubject to two kinds of 
Laws, vi2. the particular Laws of the 
City of LoNDoN, and the general Laws 
of the Kingdom, it is very difficult to 
perſuade myſelf that the not complying 
with the Terms of the laſt, ſhall excuſe 
the Breach of the firſt; but fo far are 
they from being declared to be improper 
| Perſons for the Offices of the City, that the 

City has, co their Honour, declared by 

her chief Magiſtrate, ſhe eſteems them 
worthy Citizens, and expects their Ser- 
vice, unleſs they can ſhew ſome good 

| Reaſon why they ſhould not ſerve; if 
they can do that, ſhe will readily excuſe 


them; if not, then, as the Lawyers ſay, 
currat Lex. 


And 


[ 16 ] 


And now I beg Leave to take Notice; 
that the “ firſt of King William and Queen 
Mary, which was made on purpoſe to 
give ſome Eaſe to ſcrupulous Conſciences, 
though it repealed ſeveral Laws, which 
were eſteemed too ſevere and hard upon 
the Diſſenters from the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
yet has excepted out of that very Repeal 
the two Acts before us. And if we may 
gueſs at the Reaſon, it was probably be- 
cauſe the Legiſlature then thought theſe 
Acts lay no Hardſhip on Diſſenters, ſince 

thoſe Perſons (who by + the 130 of 

Car. II. are declared incapable of being 

elected into any Office) have it in their 
Power, by the 1 25" Car. II. to make 
themſelves capable of enjoying thoſe Of- 
fices. From whence the following Que- 
ſtions naturally ariſe; Whether or no 
they are obliged to qualify themſelves, 

or have any Right to be excuſed from 


Paying their Fines for not ſerving ſuch 
Offices? 


1 . & II. cap. 18. 4 13 Car, II. Stat. 2. cap. 1. 
4 25 Car. II. cap. 2 f 


3 mY As 
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As I am reaſoning about the Law, #s 
it now ſtands, it would be a departing 


from the Subject in Diſpute, ſhould I 


pretend to enter into an Examination of 


the Scruples of the Diſſenters, which 


hinder thein from joining in Communion 


with the Eſtabliſhed Church; fo I aſſure 
them, that I ſincerely believe their Scru- 
ples are real Scruples, and not Pretences 


of Conſtience: But I muſt beg Leave to 


recommend the following Quotations from 
our Law. Books to their Conſideration; 
from whence they will find, chat though 
their Conſciences will not ſuffer them to 
comply with the Terms, on which the 


Law of the Land has thought fit to com- 


mit Offices of Truſt to their Care, yet 
the Law, at preſent, has no Regard for 


thoſe Scruples, I mean ſo far, as to let 


them take Advantage thereof, and be 
Gainers by their own- Acts. 0 


Our Law Books ſay, that the King hath 
an Intereſt in every Subject, and a Right 
to his Service, and no Man can be exenipt 


From the * of Sheriff, but by Aci of 
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Parliament, or Letters Patent “; and the 


Excuſe which this By-Law gives, is for 


the Baſe of the Members of the Corporati- 
on; otherwiſe, nothing but an invincible 
Incapacity could have excuſed a Citizen 


who was elected Sheriff . And 'tis true, 


no Man is compelled to be made free of the 
City, for that is voluntary, and at his ο 
_ Choice ; but if be accept it, be muſt take it 


with the Conditions annexed to it, for by 
this Means he hath ſubjected himſelf to the 
Laws of the Place in Perſon ; for this By. 
Law is Perſonal, becauſe it doth not con- 


cern the Office itſelf, but the Perſon who 
is to be the Officer T. And no Man can 
_ take Advantage of his own Diſability. No 


Man can plead he is a Fool, or Non Com- 
pos; but if a Non-Compos is indicted, 


| the Judges muſt acquit him ex Officio, for 
the King takes Care of all ſuch Perſons, 
but if a Man is diſabled by Fudgment to 
bear an Office, he is excuſed, Nam judici- 
um redditur in Invitum; Tet when he may 
remove the Diſability, as in Cafe of Ex- 


communication, he ſhall take no Advantage 


of his Di ability . 


* 1 Salk. 168. 4 Carth. 483. + Earth. 482. 
Ir Salk. 168, 569 1 
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The Author of the Caſe of the Diſſen- 
ters, as it flands upon the Corporation and 
Toleration Acts, &c. in pag. 12. argues 
thus. If they (the Diſſenters) are ex- 
empted from receiving the Sacrament, and 
from all Penalties for not doing it, then all 
Foundation for impoſing Fines is entirely 
taten away; and the Duty no longer re- 
maining, there can be no Omiſſion of it on 
which ts ground a Fine. It would be ab- 
furd to ſuppoſe the Force of the Law taken 
away, which required any Thing as a Du- 
's and yet at the ſame Time make a Man 

iable to be puniſhed for omitting it. I 
muſt beg the Gentleman's Pardon, who- 
ever he is, that I think him in the Wrong, 
and that he appears to be ſo, if we con- 
ſider the Purview of the Statute of * 
King William and Queen Mary, which 
was to give ſome Eaſe to ſtrupulous Conſci- 
ences in the Exerciſe of Religion, which 
might be a Means to unite their Majeſties 
Proteſtant Subjects in Intereſt and Affecti- 
on. And therefore they have exempted. 
them from all Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures and 


? 1 u. & N. c. 18. 
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Puniſhments for not coming to Church, 
c. but did not intend to exempt them 
from any Fines they might be liable to 
by Reaſon of their Refuſal to ferve ſuch 
Offices as they were capable: of being 
elected to. 


1 will grant him, that it would be ab- 
ſurd (as he ſays) to ſuppoſe the Force of 
the Law taken away, &c. but that is not 


the Caſe here; there is no Diſpute about 


their Opinion in Religious Matters. We 
do not pretend to ſay the Diffenters are 
liable to be puniſhed for not receiving 


the Sacrament, or that they are ſubject 
to any of the Laws which the Statute of 


King William and Queen Mary has deli- 


vered them from; (if that were the Cafe, 


the Author's Reaſoning would be juſt, 


but when, on the contrary, theſe Laws 
are left in their full Force and Power, he 


muſt be looked upon to have miſtaken 


dies Point he was proving) but does it 
follow from thence, that they are not to 
be ſubject to the Laws of 
on of which they are free, and that 


the Corporati- 


9 1 are to be Exempt rem all ſuch 
Fines 


2 

Fines, as the reſt of the Inhabitants are 
ſubject to, whenever they are guilty of 
any Breach of the Laws of their Corpo- 
ration? Gentlemen, as I told you in the 
Beginning of this Letter, I am no Free- 
man of your City; but I am your Coun- 
tryman, and as ſuch, 1 have troubled "op 
with theſe Lines. 


l I have, I think, ſtated the Caſe fairly, 
and ſhall beg Leave to intrude on your Pa- 
tience a Moment longer, whilſt I endea- 


your to ſhew you that it was impoſſible 
for your late worthy Magiſtrate {Semper 
bonos Nomengue V RI, laudeſque mane- 
| bunt ) to behave otherwiſe than he did. 
For in the By-Law before-mentioned there 


is not a Word of any other Qualification, 


bur the having ten Thouſand Pounds, If 


the Gentlemen are not worth that Sum, 
why then they may make Oath of it. 
The Law ſays, No Freeman ſhall be ex- 


cuſed, unleſs he voluntarily ſwears, &c. 


My Lord Fur was of Opinion, tar. che 
Exeuſe which this By-Law gives is for 


the Eaſe of the Members of the Corpo- 
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LS 
ration *. And yet theſe Gentlemen, and 
their Friends, would perſuade you they 
are hardly dealt with; that they ought to 
be free from the Penalty of this Law, 
becauſe their Canſciences will not ſuffer 
them to qualify themſelves to hold this 
Office of Sheriff, to which they are 
choſen. EL gt cis, 


I a therefore obſerve, that the 
Lord Mayor of LonDoN is not obliged 
to take Notice of the Religious Principles 
of his Sheriffs; if he was, the Caſe would 
be different. But as it now ſtands, I 
cannot conceive how Sir John Bernard, 
when Lord Mayor, could have been ſaid 
to have acted equally and fairly, had he 
not drank to theſe Gentlemen, fince it 
does not appear to me to be any where 
ordered by your Laws, that your Lord 
Mayor ſhall have a Power of excuſing 
Diſſenters. | 


Sir Jobn Barnard, therefore, agreeable 
to his known Character, has behaved like 
⁊ juſt and vpright Magiſtrate. 


* Carth. 483. 


Had 


(24 1] 


Had he not behaved in the Manner he 
did, I am ſomewhat afraid the Gentle- 
men would have thought themſelves hard- 
ly dealt with, and with much more Rea- 
ſon would have complained, that ſeeing 
they were in all other Points fit for the 
Office of Sheriff, yet upon their bare be- 
ing Diſſenters, they could not be choſe in- 
to that Office, and ſo mult loſe the Oppor- 
tunity of ſerving their King and Country. 


And here it naturally occurs to aſk, 

Wich what Juſtice can they be ſaid to act, 
who refuſing to ſerve the Office, refuſe 
likewiſe to pay the Fine of 500 J. for ſuch 
Refuſal, of which 100 J. is to go to the 
Gentleman who is next choſen? Why 
muſt he loſe that Sum, which by the Laws 
of the City he is intitled to? Is it equi- 
table, or juſt, that another ſhould under- 
go an Office of Trouble and Expence, 
| becauſe my Conſcience won't permit me? 
s it any Excuſe that they are not fit by the 
Laws of the Land, whom the Laws of 
the City declare to be fit Perſons for the 

Office? 3, e. that they want ſuch * 2 
_ ifica- 


[ 24 ] 


lifications as the Laws of the Land re- 
quite. 


1 write to you all, Gentlemen, let your 
Religious Principles be what they will; 
and I hope I have not ſuffer'd any Ex- 
preſſion to fall from my Pen, which may 
ſeem. in the leaſt to reflect on the Body 
of Diſſenters in general, my Inclinations 
being quite the reverſe, and it being, a 
Behaviour I abhor, and look upon as be- 

neath a Gentleman. 


ö As Fremen, Gentlemen, you KEI all 


concerned in the Event of this Caſe, and 


It is for your Intereſt to conſider, whether 
the being, a Diſſenter juſtifies the open 
Breach of your Laws, and whether it 
_ excuſes thoſe. Freemen that are ſuch, 
from ſerving the City, as many of you 
have dons, and as L truſt * all wilt 

(Oe: called upon) * do. 


* being certainly no greater Duty 
incumbent on you, than your being ob- 
liged, out of Gratitude to that Commu- 
nit, under the. Safety, of whoſe Laws 


$4 
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you have been protected, to ſerve the 


Offices of the fame, whenever you are 
elected thereto. I ſhall leave it to the 
Conſideration of every impartial Man, 


this Election a good one, if the Gentle- 


men choſen into this Office had, within 


three Months after they were admitted 


into the Office, taken the Sacrament as 


the Law directs, though they had not 


received the ſame within one Year be- 


fore their Election: And whether they 


would not alſo have thought that they 
were Sheriffs in the Eye of the Law, 
and that all Acts done by them, as She- 


riffs, were good in Law: And if fo, then 
it plainly follows, that if Corporations 


have not only a Power to make By-Laws 


to govern the Freemen, but to enforce 
the Obedience of thoſe Laws by Pains 
and Penalties; and if no Perſon ſhall take 


Advantage of his own Neglect; then the 
five Gentlemen drank to by the late Lord 

Mayor are in Law obliged to pay their 
Fines for not ſerving the Office they were 


elected into, let their Reaſons for not 
; ſerving be What they will, it being plain- 
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[26] 
ly their own Fault; for either, when 
they do ſerve any Offices, they are by 
Law capable, or they are not capable of 
doing ſo: If they are not capable, their 
Incapacity muſt ariſe from the Corpora- 
tion-Act, and that fo abſolutely, that the 
complying with the Terms of the Teſt- 
Act, whenever they think proper, will 
not remove their Incapacity: If they are 
capable, they muſt be beholden to the 
Teſt-Act for being ſo; and then they 
muſt own that they are equally capable 
at all Times, as well when they chuſe 
to be ſo, as when they do not. From 
whence it plainly follows, that it is their 
Duty, either to render themfelves ca= »« | : 
pable of ſerving the Corporation, or elſe 
to ſubmit to the Laws of char Corpo- 


ration. 
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And now, Gentlemen, hoping that I 
have plainly proved the Point I under- 
took, I ſhall take my Leave of you with 
aſſuring the Diſſenters, who ſhall happen 
to meet with this Letter, that if any 
of the five Gentlemen who have been 


* Caſe of the Diſſenters, pag. 51. 
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fined for not accepting the Office of 
Sheriffs of Lo N DON, ſhall think proper 


to diſpute the Payment of their Fines, I 


heartily with they may meet all the Suc- 
ceſs that a juſt Cauſe deſerves. I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 
* Tour humble Servant. 


_ GRarY's-Inn, 
March iſt. 


"Sas; 


ERRATUM 
P. 19. I. penult. for they r. the Legiſlature. 
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